
 
Angola's Recent Election  

 
Brief History 

Angola is an oil state that developed as a weak state and strong foreign influences. So it 
makes sense that Angola may look like a model democracy-- but only on paper. Angola is rich in 
oil and faces problems like corruption and widespread poverty.  

Regarding the political landscape, the MPLA party has stayed in power since Angola's 
independence in 1975. In 2008, Angola held parliamentary elections, yet the MPLA retained 
power with a 'landslide' victory. Prior to this year's elections, there is a history of suffrage and 
namely MPLA's ability to have created a one-party state. The elections were contested by 14 of 
the 16 parties as well as organizations like the Human Rights Watch. Since then, the MPLA has 
dominated media coverage from opposing parties like UNITA. Also, the MPLA still makes up 
the majority of positions in government and controls numerous private companies.  
 
Details of Angola's Recent Election 

Jose Eduardo dos Santos, Angola's president of the near 40-year rule, stepped down after 
the 2017 elections. This provided a new opportunity of time for change. However, his successor 
(and dos Santo's choice of successor), João Lourenço also of the MPLA, didn't hold dos Santos 
and his daughter responsible for their corruption, cronyism, and authoritarianism-- despite 
Lourenço's strong anti-corruption stance that got him elected. He removed people from office but 
didn't arrest anyone. Several of his other actions since taking office are suggestive of Lourenco 
hiding his authoritarianism behind the front of his anti-corruption rhetoric.  

For context, João Lourenço, Angola's now third president, campaigned on the promise of 
change. He made speeches that he'd diversify the country's economy away from oil, open up 
Angola's economy, and implement the infrastructure development of Luanda (Angola's 
well-developed capital city) in the rest of the country. Knowing that Angola had a reputation of 
being corrupt to the international community, Lourenço promised specifics like to provide 
further transparency to foreign allies and limit the state's control over the country's economy to 
make a shift towards encouraging more private investments.  

Lourenço's story is representative of many of the MPLA party members that hold the 
parliamentary majority. Despite allegations and accusations by opposing parties, both the 
president and parliament stay in power and haven't changed. Most are like Lourenço, and former 
president Dos Santos, with the story of being educated in the Soviet Union and being traditional 
proponents of the MPLA and its continual hold on power. Over the years, the victories of the 
MPLA are less of landslides, and more of victories won on the margin. But, there is not much 
oversight for these elections, and there is a lack of independent domestic election monitors and 
international election monitors with real powers.  

There are international election monitors from other African countries, yet the 
government of Angola wanted to limit access to polling stations around Angola. This action has 
been coupled in the past by announcing the dates of the parliamentary elections to the very last 
minute.  

Withal, Angola's recent elections are a product of the Cold War proxy war of foreign 
interference to put into power the ruling party to this day, the MPLA that has been successful in 
essentially creating a single-party state in practice for Angola.  


